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MEASURES TO PREVENT INTRODUCTION OF CHOLERA 
INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

EXCLUSION OF FOODSTUFFS FROM BAGGAGE. 

Much importance being placed upon the necessity of the careful 
inspection of the baggage of emigrants from the cholera-infected 
districts with a view to the elimination from such baggage of food- 
stuffs, bottled water, and other articles possibly infected, the medical 
officers at the foreign ports of embarkation have been directed to 
arrange for a rigid inspection of the baggage of emigrants for this 
purpose prior to the detention of the emigrants at the port of 
embarkation. In addition to this the quarantine officers at the 
various United States ports have been instructed to carefully inspect 
the baggage of immigrants from cholera-infected districts to deter- 
mine the presence of such food products and to destroy them when 
found. On account of negative information as to the thoroughness 
with which the inspection to determine the presence of foodstuffs in 
baggage is being conducted at the port of Antwerp, the special atten- 
tion of United States quarantine officers has been directed to the 
necessity for the careful inspection upon arrival at United States 
ports of the baggage and hand luggage of persons from cholera- 
infected districts embarking at Antwerp. The health authorities of 
New York, Boston, and Galveston, under whose jurisdiction the 
quarantine stations at those ports are conducted, have been also 
requested to exercise this special form of surveillance. 

SURVEILLANCE OVER IMMIGRANTS AT DESTINATION. 

The plan adopted by the bureau to enable the state boards of 
health to keep surveillance over immigrants from cholera-infected 
countries at their points of destination in the United States, which 
plan was described in the Public Health Reports of October 28, 1910, 
on pages 1521 to 1523, has met with general approval, as evidenced 
from the many letters received by the bureau from the state health 
officers to this effect. The system is now under way at the ports of 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New Orleans, and Gal- 
veston, and if occasion warrants can be made to include all of the 
ports jwhere immigrants arrive. 

MEASURES AT FOREIGN PORTS, 

The following are extracts from reports forwarded by Surgeon 
H. R. Carter: 

ANTWERP. 

At Antwerp all Italian emigration is excluded, and Russians are 
received only through the German control stations. The Russians 
are inspected immediately upon arrival at Antwerp and detained five 
days before embarkation. All boarding houses are under police and 
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sanitary control and are frequently inspected. The authorities at 
Antwerp are reported to be extremely cautious in their efforts to 
prevent the introduction of cholera into their midst, and their free- 
dom from smallpox and other communicable diseases such as 
measles, diphtheria, scarlatina, and typhoid would indicate the 
effectiveness of their sanitary measures. 

HAMBURG. 

The facilities at the port of Hamburg and the methods adopted 
relating to the detention for five days of emigrants from cholera in- 
fected districts prior to their embarkation for United States ports are 
similar to those now obtaining in the port of Bremen, an account of 
which appeared in Public Health Reports for the week ended 
October 21, 1910. 

ROTTERDAM. 

Surgeon Carter pronounces Rotterdam a very safe port of emigra- 
tion. He was most favorably impressed with the health adminis- 
tration in the city of Rotterdam, and especially with the measures 
adopted for the control of cholera bacillus carriers. He states that 
too much can not be said either for the management of the last 
cholera outbreak at Rotterdam during August and September, 1909, 
or for the measures since adopted to prevent reinfection. They are 
pronounced almost perfect as to their efficiency. 

The sanitary management at Rotterdam of the emigrants from 
districts infected by cholera is also efficient. The bulk of the 
Russian emigrants come through the German control stations under 
the same restrictions as are imposed upon those emigrants coming to 
the United States via Hamburg and Bremen. Immediately upon 
the arrival of the emigrants at Rotterdam they are inspected, and 
while in the city awaitmg departure are placed in quarters approved 
by the health department. They are under daily sanitary super- 
vision and inspection, and the emigrants going by the Holland- 
American Line are housed in very convenient quarters adjacent to 
the wharves of this company. 

The detention includes five full days of observation in Rotterdam ; 
this in addition to the five days spent in the control stations. 

The hand baggage of the emigrants is opened and inspected under 
the supervision of the consul-general, and undesirable foodstuffs are 
removed. All baggage of Russians and all soiled clothing not bearing 
a label showing that they have been disinfected are redisinfected by 
steam. This rule has resulted in the elimination from the baggage of 
emigrants of a great deal of soiled clothing. 



